
An odd shape used to maximum advantage
Dave LeBlanc
Published Thursday, Aug. 13, 2009 03:49PM EDT
Last updated Thursday, Sep. 06, 2012 03:46PM EDT

It's clear that the big walnut tree wanted to have a say in the design. So too did Eliel Saarinen.

Oh sure, architect Terence Van Elslander of Van Elslander Carter Architects will get all the 
credit and the homeowners will get all the enjoyment. But this Islington Village overhaul of a 
tired 1940s bungalow with a 1970s mansard roof addition turned out as well as it did because of 
that tree, and because of the example set by the Finnish master (1873-1950) at the Cranbrook 
Academy of Art.

First, the tree: Mr. Van Elslander's original design saw it reduced to a pile of firewood and 
replaced by a courtyard containing the home's principle entrance. After losing a two-year battle 
with the city, however, he and the homeowners (who asked that their names not be used) 
welcomed the challenge of retaining the tree by radically reconfiguring the plan. Now, what 
would have been a "walkthrough" room is a "destination" that features a towering seamless glass 
corner window, a radiant-heated concrete slab floor and a long window with an awesome view of 
that big walnut.

A little less direct, the connection to Mr. Saarinen is no less significant: Slowly and lovingly over 
the course of a quarter-century, he designed the campus and some of the buildings at 
Cranbrook, which had a "profound impact" on Mr. Van Elslander while he was studying for his 
master's degree in the late 1980s. "Everything just works together," the 50-year-old architect 
says, "and you can see how the whole thing develops from a romanticism to a very severe 
modernism and there's no seam, no disjunction there."

In other words, by thinking things through and taking it slow, Mr. Saarinen successfully married 
new ideas with old and achieve an incredible consistency.

And that's what the Islington Village homeowners were searching for: Someone who could 
slowly take this 2,000-square-foot house and its unusual trapezoidal corner lot and polish them 
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both into modern jewels. "You have to think of this as someone you're going to be working with 
for a very long time," one of the homeowners says.

Make no mistake, despite the battleship-grey exterior, this house is a jewel that shines brighter 
than those around it. Open the built onsite, ipe wood front door and a large window on the 
opposite wall enlarges the foyer by stretching visual space all the way into the long corner of the 
lush, green lot. Step into the foyer and look past the dining room (originally the kitchen) to the 
back of house and there are many openings - in walls, shelves and traditional windows - that 
also borrow space by bringing other rooms, or the even the outdoors, in. "I'm really interested in 
seeing through the building," Mr. Van Elslander says. "Everywhere you stand you can see out in 
three ways; trying to get diagonal views is important."

It's also important to use the odd-shaped lot to one's advantage. With four yards (rather than 
two) that narrow and taper at unusual places, allowing them to penetrate into every area of the 
home creates the illusion that it's much larger.

No illusions of spaciousness are needed in the kitchen, however. Now the "social hub" of the 
home, what was once two small rooms in the old house is now both a cook's paradise - with a 
massive Caesarstone island, induction cooktop, wall-mounted exhaust fan and zebrawood-faced 
cabinets - and the perfect place for gathering guests.

Down a few steps from the long kitchen is the "destination" family room with the seamless glass 
window. While this room is an addition, Mr. Van Elslander has blurred the transition by slipping 
the family room ceiling back into the kitchen.

The staircase to the second floor - "spruced up" but still mostly original - now heads in two 
directions rather than one as it did previously, but looks as if it has always done so. A right turn 
leads to the original bedrooms, now with walls removed to create larger rooms. A left turn leads 
to the new master bedroom with its seamless corner windows, which dissolve interior 
boundaries and, again, create the illusion of space. An ensuite bathroom, outfitted with wooden 
slats, has the look and feel of a Finnish sauna.

Throughout the home, there is a sense of craftsmanship, of careful blending of old and new, of a 
Saarinen-like attention to detail. Where ceiling meets wall, edges are as crisp as a freshly made 
bed; a half-wall of glass between the kitchen and family room anchors to the floor with oversized 
sculptural stainless steel hardware; shelving for the homeowners' impressive collection of Incan 
pottery is visually light yet makes a dramatic statement. Mr. Van Elslander gives much of the 
credit to contractor Divine Homes.

"Small but mighty" is how the architect describes his four-person firm, but he could just as well 
be describing this project: With the careful addition of just 1,300 square feet and a thorough 
understanding of the peculiarities of the lot, architectural sleight of hand has been achieved by 
creating a house that feels twice its size. But, along with the smoke and mirrors, there is much 
substance and spirit.

The spirit, perhaps, of the modernists of old … and maybe even an old walnut tree.
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PREFACE 

 

I n  t h e  h ea r t  o f  I s l i n g ton  V i l l a g e ,  E t ob i coke ,  y e t  m i nu t e s  t o  K i p l i n g/ I s l i ng t on  t h en  on t o  QEW  o r  Go l f  C ou r s e/Pub l i c  

T r a n s i t/ Shopp i ng/Hosp i t a l /Chu r ch/ S c hoo l/Re s t a u ran t s . . . i . e .  t h e  Wo rk s ,  a  magn i f i c e n t  s c u l p tu r e  o f  s t r a i gh t  l i n e s  a nd  u l t r a  l u xu r i ou s  

appo i n tmen t s  ( A xo r  S t a r ck  F i x t u r e s ,  S t a r c k  X  To i l e t ,  Koeh l e r  D TV  E l e c t r on i c  S h owe r  S y s t em  w i t h  Pu l s e  Ma s s a ge ,  F l oa t i ng  Zeb ra  

Wood//Cae sa r S t one  Coun t e r s ,  A c i d  e t c h ed  M i r r o r  Ba ck s p l a s h ,  M i e l e  I n du c t i on  Cook  Top ,  Bo s ch  F r i dge/F r eeze r ,  Bo s c h  S t a i n l e s s  S t e e l e  

Oven ,  L oewen  W i ndows ,  c u s t omized  l ow  p ro f i l e  p i p i ng ,  Bu i l t - i n  5 . 1  P a rad im  S i g na tu r e  Se r i e s  C e i l i n g  Sp eake r s  &  Wa l l  s u bwoo f e r . . . . t oo  

many  t o  l i s t )  r i s e s  up  i n  a  l ea f y  n e i ghbou rhood .    

F l u s h ed  w i t h  na tu r a l  l i g h t i ng  p l u s  a n  added  f un  t ake  i n  t h e  K i t c h en .   R oa r i ng  f i r ep l a c e s ,  d u ra b l e  I P E  ha r dwood  f l oo r s ,  ex qu i s i t e  

f i n i s h i ng  d e ta i l s  me t i c u l ou s l y  m i c romanaged  by  t h e  A r c h i t e c t ,  s ump tuou s  P e r s ona l  Spa  -  a  Koh l e r  D TV  E l e c t r on i c  P r og rammab l e  Showe r  

S y s t em  w i t h  Pu l s e  Ma s s age  ( C e i l i ng  Ra i n f o r e s t  Un i t  +  Body  S p ra y ) ,  b ubb l i ng  o ve r s i z ed  Wh i r l p oo l  Ba t h ,  h ea t ed  I P E  f l oo r s  w i t h  d ra i nage ,  

c ommi s s i o ned  Wa t e r fa l l  c a s c ad i ng  down  a  Ro c k  S c u l p t u r e  on t o  a  wa i t i n g  Pond ,  impo r t ed  E xo t i c  P l a n t s  i )  Ma i n  Ga rd en  w i th  a c c l ima t i z ed  

t r e e s  —  T u l i p ,  App l e ,  S ou t h e rn  E ve r g r een  Magno l i a  a nd  S ha ron  T r e e s ,  J apane s e  Map l e s  a nd  Hakone ,  va r i ega t ed  I v y  G r ound co ve r ,  15 ’  

Bamboo  many  va r i e t i e s  o f  l i l i e s  a nd  f l owe r i ng  E c h i na c ea  -  f o r  c u t t i n g ,  ro s e s  a nd  t a l l  g r a s s ,  i i )  Ho s t a  Ga r den s  w i t h  an  a c c en t  con c r e t e  

wa l l  e c ho i ng  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  Hou s e  —  P r i va c y  P r o t e c t ed  b y  a  C eda r  Hedge  a bou t  8 ’ t a l l ,  magn i f i c en t l y  r i s i n g  a bove  t h e  f en c e  f r om the  

r oad ;    i i i ) J a pane s e  Ga rd en  Lounge ;   i v )  Wa t e r f a l l  G a rd en  ba cked  by  a  15 ’  c u r t a i n  o f  Bamboo s  a nd  Ceda r  Hedge ;  and  v )  A  P r i va te  

Ga r den  f o r  t h e  r e f l e c t i v e  momen t s  w i t h  a n  An t i que  Ben ch ,  b u i l t  a r ound  a  ma j e s t i c  B l a ck  Wa l nu t  T r e e .  

A  d i s t i n c t  p i e ce - d e - r e s i s t a n c e  f u n c t i ona l  s c u l p tu r e  b y  f amed  a r ch i t e c t ,  T e ren c e  va n  E l s l a nde r  o f  Van  E l s l a nde r  and  Ca r t e r  A r c h i t e c t s .  

I n t e r e s t i ng  No te s  i n c l ud e :   i )  T h e  C i r c u l a r  D r i v e  i s  a s pha l t  w i t h  a  c en t r e  p i e c e  o f  B l a ck  I n d i a n  L imes t one  wh i ch  i n c l u d e  f ou r  Redbud  

T r e e s  a nd  E ve rg r een  Monkey  G r a s s  G r ound cove r  i n  p l a n t e r  s u r r ounded  by  l oo s e  p ebb l e s ;  i i )  Z oned  H i gh  V e l o c i t y  Hea t i ng  S y s t em :   

B a s ement/No r th  a nd  S ou th  S i d e s  -  t h e  en t i r e  hou s e  w i l l  t a k e  1 5  m inu t e s  t o  h ea t ;  i i i )  B u i l t - i n  zoned  l i g h t i n g  p r og rammab l e  o r  one -

t ou c h  on/o f f  sw i t c h e s ;  a nd  i v )  2 x  A i r  Hand l e r s .  

J u s t  move  i n  and  en j o y !  

 

 

 

 

 



SITE DOCUMENTATION 

 
 
 

M A I N  L E V E L  8 '4  Ce i l i ng s  
 
 
FOYE R :  12 '3 (3 .73)  x  6 '4 ( 1 .93 )  

4  x  po t  l i gh t s  

La rge  LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  f ramed  window ove r look ing  Ga rden s  

Bu i l t - i n  Zeb ra  wood  Ha l l  C lo se t   

Hea ted  Ce rami c  Ha rdwood  I PE  f l oo r s  

 

L I V I N G  ROOM :  21 '4 (6 .50)  x  1 1 '2 (3 .42)  

I PE  Ha rdwood  F loo r s  

Open  fa ce  Ga s  F i r ep la ce  

7x  Ha logen  Pot  L i gh t s  

La rge  LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  f ramed  W indow (Re l i eved  w/Groove  fo r  a  F loa t ing  E f fe c t )  ove r look ing  F ron t  

Med ium LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  f r amed  window (Re l i eved  w/Groove  fo r  a  F loa t ing  E f fe c t )  ove r look ing  F ron t  

 

D I N I N G  ROOM :  21 ' 10 (6 .65)  x  10 '7 (3 .23)  

I PE  Ha rdwood  F loo r s  

6x  Ha logen  po t  L igh t s  

2  x  La rge  LOEWEN P i c tu re  W indows  ove r look ing  Pa t io  

Bu i l t - i n  D i sp l ay  G la s s  She l v ing  6x  Po t  L i gh t s  Open  to  S ta i r s  

Chande l i e r   

 

P OWDE R  ROOM :  6 '3 ( 1 .9 )  x  4 ' 1 1 ( 1 . 5 1 )  

Zeb ra  Wood  F loa t i ng  Coun te r  w i th  Lower  L i gh t  E f f e c t  

Ce rami c  Wa l l s  and  F loo r s  

4  x  Ha logen  Po t  L i gh t s  

S TARCK  X   to i le t  by  DUR IV I T  

AXON STARCK  f i x tu re s  f au ce t  t  by  HANSGROHE  

 

K I T C HEN :  13 '9 (4 .2 1 )  x  2 1 '5 (6 .53 )  

Open  Concep t  —  S tep  Down to  Lo f t  



G lowing  A c id  E t ched  M i r ro r  Ba ck sp la sh   

M IELE  I nduc t ion  cook  Top  tove   

Ga rbu ra to r  

M IELE  OPT IMA  SER IES  S ta in l e s s  S t ee l  w i th  Zeb ra  Wood  Venee r  D i shwashe r  

App l i an ce  Ga rage  

BOSCH Zeb ra  wood  f l u shed  f r i dge  

Bu i l t  i n  BOSCH f r eeze r  

Cu s tom Zeb ra  Wood  Uppe r  and  Lower  Cab ine t s  

Deep - se t  d rawer s  

CAESARS TONE  Coun te r s  

Cen t re  I s l and  10 ’x4’  -  Bu i l t - i n  D rawer s  fo r  Ga rbage  ( 1 x )  +  Re cy c l i ng  ( 1 x )  +  Compos t  (2x )  

LED  l i gh t i ng  — F i xed  Co lou r  o r  T imed  Ro tat ion  by  Remote  

GE  S ta in l e s s  S t ee l  M i c rowave  

BOSCH bu i l t - in  S ta in l e s s  S t ee l  Oven 

FABER  f l u sh  mount  S ta in l e s s  S t ee l  Vent i l a t ion  

2x  La rge  LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  F ramed  W indows (Re l i eved  w/Groove  fo r  a  F loa t ing  E f fe c t )  ove r look ing  ya rd  

1 1 x  Ha logen  Po t  L i gh t s  

Bu i l t - i n  MONOGRAM S ta in l e s s  S t ee l  W ine  F r i dge  

Beve led  G l a s s  F r en ch  Doo r  -  Wa lk  ou t  to  S i de  De ck  

 

T H E  L O F T :  15 '8(4 .78)  x  16 '5 (5 )   9 ' 1 1  c e i l i ng  he igh t  

S tep s  to  fami ly  room a re  r e in fo r ced  to  ho ld  up  mas s i ve  we igh t  

B ra cke t s  on  g la s s  a re  u sed  to  ho ld  up  windows  on  sky s c rape r s  

Hea ted  conc re te  f l oo r s  po l i s hed  to  revea l  r ed  g ran i te  

5x  Bu i l t - i n  5 . 1  PARAD IGM S I GNATURE  SER IES  Speake r s  

Bu i l t - i n  PARAD IGM S I GNATURE  SER IES  Subwoofe r  

Ga s  f i r ep la ce  

Bu i l t  i n  zeb ra  wood  

F loo r  to  ce i l i ng  F ren ch  beve led  g la s s  door  -  Wa lk  out  to  ya rd  

Ove r look s  Wate r fa l l  

G l a s s  ex te r io r  wa l l s  ove r look ing  Japane se  ga rden  and  foun ta in  

3x  LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  f r amed  windows  ove r look ing  Japane se  ga rden 

12x  ha logen  po t l i gh t s  

S E C O N D  L E V E L  8'  Ce i l i ng s  



Ca rpe ted  s ta i r s  

Sky l i gh t  

2x  D i s p l ay  A l cove s   

Chande l i e r  

S ta i r s  d i v i de s  Sou th  (Ma s te r  San c tum San torum)  and  No r th  ( Gue s t )  W ing s  

 

M A S T E R  S A N C T U M  S A N T O R U M  

 

A N T E R O O M :  3 '5 ( 1 .06)  x  6 '2 ( 1 .88)  

Hea ted  I PE  hardwood  f loo r s  

F loo r - to -Ce i l i ng  LOEWEN Window ove r look ing  F ron t  ( SunShade s )  

 

WA L K  I N/ THROUGH  C LO S E T :  1 1 '7 (3 .54 )  x  7 '4 (2 .25 )  

8x  ha logen  po t  l i gh t s  

2x  Pocke t  Doug la s  F i r  doo r s  

Cu s tom Bu i l t  in  s he l v i ng  

Hea ted  I PE  hardwood  f loo r s    

 

MA S T E R  B E D ROOM :  12 '9 (3 .88 )  x  24'7 (7 .5 1 )  

Hea ted  I PE  Hardwood  F loo r s  

2x  La rge  LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  f r amed  Seamle s s  Co rne r  G l a s s  W indow ove r look ing  P r i va te  Ga rden  and  F ron t  

12x  Ha logen  Po t  L i gh t s  

5x  BOSE  ang led  Bu i l t - i n  Speake r s  

2x  Swing ing  F loo r - to -Ce i l i ng  Doug la s  F i r  P i vo t  Doo r s  

 

MA S T E R  EN SU I T E  B A THROOM :  16 '2 (4 .94)  x  8 ' 1 (2 .47 )  

6  p ie ce  

Hea ted  I PE  Hardwood  F loo r s  

Wate r  c lo se t   —  S TARCK  X   To i l e t  by  DUR IV I T  

Doub le  S i nk s  w i th  TOTO  Fauce t s  

LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  f r amed  bo t tom f ro s ted  Co rne r  W indow 

KOHLER  DTV  E le c t ron i c  Shower  Sy s tem 

  Fou r  head  ce i l i ng  Ra in  Shower  

  One  body  sp ray  

  Cu s tomizab le  i nd i v i dua l  con t ro l  s e t t i ng s  and  pu l s e  mas sage  



  I PE  Ha rdwood  P lanked  F loo r  D ra inage  Sy s tem 

NEPTUNE  Ja cuzz i  

9x  Ha logen  Pot  L i gh t s  

 

N O R T H  W I N G  L A N D I N G :  4 '7 ( 1 .4 1 )  x  14' 1 1 (4 .55)  

Wa l l - to -Wa l l  Ca rpe t  

 

S E COND  BED ROOM :  2 1 ' 1 (6 .43)  x  12 '2 (3 .72)  

Wa l l - to -Wa l l  Ca rpe t  

2x  L igh t s  

3x  La rge  LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  F ramed  W indows  

Doub le  Doo r  C lo se t  

 

EN SU I T E  BA TH ROOM :  5 '6 ( 1 .69)  x  8 ' 1 (2 .48)  

F ro s t  G l a s s  Doo r  

3x  p ie ce  fu l l  ba th room 

DURAV I T  F loa t i ng  S i nk  

S TARCK  To i l e t  by  DUR IV I T  

LOEWEN P i c tu re  W indow 

S tand -up  Shower  

2x  Wa l l  S conce s  

1  x  Ce i l i ng  L igh t s  

Ce rami c  F loo r s  

 

T H I R D  B E D R O O M :  10 ' 1 (3 .08)  x  19 '4 (5 .9 1 )  

Wa l l - to -wa l l  Ca rpe t  

2x  Doub le  Doo r  C lo se t  

2x  L igh t  

2x  La rge  LOEWEN Doug la s  F i r  f r amed  P i c tu re  W indows   

 

B A T H R O O M  +  L A U N D R Y  R O O m:  6 '6 (2)  x  1 1 '8 (3 .55 )  

4  P i e ce  

SAMSUNG  S i l ve r  Wa she r  

SAMSUNG  D rye r  

1 x  LOEWEN W indow ove r look ing  Ga rdens  



6x  Po t  L igh t s  

Tub   

Shower  head  

S TARCK  to i l e t  by  DUR IV I T  

S i nk   

Bu i l t - i n  t r an s lu cen t  L i nen  C lo se t  

Ce rami c  F loo r s   

 

L O W E R  L E V E L  —  6 ’3  Ce i l i ng s  

S ta i r s  -  I PE  Ha rdwood  and  B road loom 

Ac ce s s  to  ga rage  -  Ga rage :  2  ca r  

 

L OWE R  L E V E L  L AND I N G :  3 '9 ( 1 . 14 )  x  14 '7 (4 .45 )  

2x  Po t l i gh t s  

6 '3  Ce i l i ng s  

 

F AM I L Y  ROOM :  10'9 (3 .29)  x  27 '9 (8 .47)  

10x  Po t  L i gh t s  

Ove r s i zed  window  ove r look ing  Ga rdens  

F i r ep la ce  (wood)  F loo r - to -Ce i l i ng  Red  B r i ck  

Wa l l - to -wa l l  Ca rpe t  

 

F OU R TH  B ED ROOM :  14 '5 (4 .41 )  x  9 ' 1 1 ( 3 .02)  

Wa l l - to -wa l l  Ca rpe t  

W indow ove r look ing  Pa t io  

2x  Po t  L igh t s  

 

S E P A R A T E D  B Y  C LO S E D  DOOR  T O  -  

 

EX T R A  ROOM  :  1 1 ' 1 ( 3 .39)  x  1 1 '8 (3 .56)  

V iny l  f l oo r  

Bu i l t  i n  Cab ine t s  

FR IDGEA IRE  Whi te  F r i dge  

G IB SON e le c t r i c  s tove  4  e l ement s  



1 x  w indow ove r look ing  ya rd  

F luo re s cen t  l igh t i ng  

6 '3  ce i l i ng  he igh t  

 

B A T H R O O M :    1 1 '8 (3 .57)  x  7 '7 (2 .32)  i r r egu la r  

3  P ie ce  

Wa l l  S conce  

S tand  up  Shower  

V iny l  F loo r s  

Ove r look s  Ya rd  

 

CO L D  S T O R A G E  ROOM/WINE  C E L L A R  

 

All information and statements contained here, provided by Harvey Kalles Real Estate Ltd. Brokerage regarding property for sale, rental or financing is from sources deemed reliable and assumed correct, but no  warranty or 

representation is made as to the accuracy thereof and same as is submitted subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, rental or other conditions, prior sale or withdrawal without notice. 
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Virtual Tour 

http://youtu.be/9zi2zHHPc5E 

 

 




